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Abstract
As the main places for urban residents' recreation activity in the era of mass leisure, urban
public recreational space (UPRS) is one of the major components of urban public spatial
system. Its planning, layout, and the service are the main characters to measure the urban
social civilization and the life quality of residents. Meanwhile, in order to meet the current
demands for the construction of livable cities and meet the challenges of UPRS development

in the process of urbanization, it is important to have a scientific and systematic review on the
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latest development of UPRS research for promoting the development of this subject. Based
on a data from the China National Knowledge Internet during 1985 to 2017, this study
examined and summarized the research development of UPRS in China. By using literature
quantitative analysis, we divided the China's UPRS related research into three stages of
development based on the number and growth rate of papers per year, namely starting
period (1985-2000), growth period (2001-2009), and consolidation period (2010-2017).
Then, this paper identified nine hot research topics in the UPRS and reviewed their progresses
in research by using a knowledge network of UPRS built on the co-occurrence of keywords.
These topics include the classifications of UPRS, spatial structure and layout, comprehensive
assessment, planning and development strategies, impacts induced by UPRS development,
evolution characteristics and their driving mechanism, space imagery features, sustainable
utilization, and so on. Moreover, this paper systematically reviewed the research methods
and the scale of the China's UPRS related studies. Finally, in response to problems and
deficiencies of extant research, this paper put forward some suggestions regarding future
research. Chinese UPRS studies should pay more attention to the basic theoretical research.
We should construct a new research system with Chinese characteristics based on
interdisciplinary and multi-level spatial integration research. Besides, we should develop the
humanism philosophy and construct management systems for UPRS that can lead the

development of world cities based on the global vision.
Keyword: the era of mass leisure; urban tourism; urban public recreational space

(UPRS); literature quantitative analysis; China;
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Tab. 1 Trends in China's UPRS research from 1985 to 2017
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Tab. 2 Composite structure model of UPRS
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Tab. 3 Evolution characteristics of China's UPRS
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